
 

 

“Please turn back” 
An open letter to those connected with the Society of St Pius X 

8 July 2026 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

On the night before he died, Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one. Unity mattered 

to him then. It matters to him now.  Let us work and pray for that unity. 

 

On 1 July, four priests of the Society of St Pius X were consecrated bishops at Écône 

without a papal mandate. Before the consecrations, Pope Leo wrote personally to the 

Superior General of the Society. His plea was simple: “Please turn back.” 

 

The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith has declared these consecrations to be a 

schismatic act. The six bishops who were involved have incurred excommunication.  The 

Dicastery has made it clear that lay people who freely and knowingly adhere to the schism 

may themselves incur excommunication. For lay people, this is not automatic and is 

determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Excommunication is a medicinal penalty. It makes clear that a serious rupture has taken 

place and it is the Church saying, with all the seriousness she can muster, “Please do not 

remain separated.” 

 

The Dicastery has therefore also set out a clear path of reconciliation.  

 

For many of you, the way forward will be simple. The Dicastery has expressly said that not 

everyone who has attended an SSPX chapel has incurred a penalty. You may have gone for 

liturgical, spiritual, family or community reasons or for the preaching. You may never have 

rejected the Magisterium of the Church or the authority of the Pope. 

 

If this is your situation, no formal canonical process is required of you. Come and speak 

with one of our priests, decide not to continue attending SSPX ceremonies and return to 

the Sacramental life of the Church.  

 

For those who have formally adhered to the schism, the Dicastery has provided a path of 

reconciliation involving a Profession of Faith and a Formula of Adherence. I will accompany 

you through that personally. 
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If you remain attached to the 1962 Missal, you are welcome at the celebrations already 

provided for in the diocese.   

 

For some of you, this is not simply about the older form of the Mass.  You believe there are 

serious difficulties in the life of the Church. You may be troubled by developments in 

theology, the liturgy or morality. You may fear that leaving the SSPX would mean 

abandoning Tradition, compromising the faith or exposing your children to confusion. 

Some of you have experienced poor liturgy, weak teaching or failures by bishops and 

priests. 

 

I do not dismiss any of this.  But I ask you to consider something deeper. 

 

I ask you to trust that Jesus Christ has not abandoned the Church he founded. 

 

The very Formula of Adherence prepared by the Holy See recognises that some teachings 

of the Second Vatican Council and later reforms of the liturgy and canon law may appear 

difficult to reconcile with earlier statements of the Magisterium. 

 

The Church asks you to approach these questions positively, under the guidance of her 

Magisterium, and not to separate one teaching or one period of the Church's life from the 

whole of her sacred doctrinal patrimony.  Trust that Christ continues to guide his Church 

and let the Church herself guide you in understanding her Tradition. 

 

You do not need to have every question answered before you come. You need only begin 

with a desire to trust Christ and to belong wholly to his Church. 

 

Leaving priests who have cared for you, stepping away from friendships or a community in 

which you have found faith and support may feel like a real bereavement. I do not 

minimise it. We will walk with you.   

 

My dear brothers and sisters, please choose the unity for which Christ prayed. 

 

Come and speak with us. You will be welcomed. 

 

Yours in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate, 

 

 
 

+ Mark Edwards OMI 

Bishop of Wagga Wagga 
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bishop@wagga.catholic.org.au 


